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Semantic Change Characterization with 
LLMs using Rhetorics

OBJECTIVES / HYPOTHESES 

METHODS

CONCLUSIONS 
We experimentally observed that rhetorical devices can help 
LLMs to mimic human meaning associations, enabling 
semantic change characterization. In future works, we expect 
to explore in depth if LLMs can produce new rhetoric 
associations or if it's just reproducing its training data, this 
task can be investigate through non conventionalized 
metaphor or circumstantial metonymy.
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RESULTS

4th year

We prompted three state-of-the-art LLMs 
using rhetorical devices and below we 
present some of the results generated 
by prompt guiding.

This study frames Lexical Semantic Change Characterization as a comparative 
semantics problem, utilizing Large Language Models (LLMs) as annotators to 
compare word meanings across distinct contexts. To achieve this, we employ a 
specialized Chain-of-Thought (CoT) prompting strategy that leverages specific 
rhetorical devices to elicit step-by-step, "cognitive-appealing" reasoning from the 
models. The framework analyzes semantic drift across three poles: dimension, 
relation, and orientation.
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